Breakdown of costs
	Year
	Fees
	Living expenses
@£200 per month
	Total

	
	Semester 1
	Semester 2
	
	

	1
	£760 (paid)
	£648 (paid)
	£2400
	£3808

	2
	£700 (paid)
	£608 (paid)
	£2400
	£3708

	3
	£842
	£749
	£2400
	£3991

	4
	£842
	£1204
	£2400
	£4446


Four individuals quickly committed themselves to giving £100 or more per year. (More regular donations by standing order would be very helpful.) The balance remained to be found and so far, three terms’ fees have been funded by donations from a variety of people and parishes
This is a wonderful and encouraging response.  Equally if not more impressive have been the faith and commitment of Mike himself, who started University in August 2008, with no money in the bank after he had paid his fees, and no idea whether any more money would come or when.

For information on how to donate, please contact  Jenny Galuschka  on 01258 456305
e-mail jenny.galuschka@hotmail.co.uk
6, Peel Close, Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 7JU

Support for a Sudanese student
[image: image1.png]


Mike Yemba Soro was born in south Sudan in 1988, during its long civil war. He was orphaned at the age of 6, and would have faced a very insecure future if he had not come under the wing of the Bishop Francis Loyo, of Rokon Diocese.
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During the long civil war, Rokon itself was occupied by Government troops from the north.  Bishop Francis therefore built his “palace” (actually a traditional tukl) in an area of bush which became the village of Kera.
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There he was joined by people whose villages had been destroyed, and especially by many children who had lost their parents. The village, led by Bishop Francis and his wife, Mama Linda, cared for these orphans, and there was particularly a great effort to ensure that they all got an education.
Even among so many orphans, Mike stood out because of the strong Christian faith which he had learned from his parents.  Always cheerful and hopeful, he worked hard and did well in school. Bishop Francis and Mama Linda decided that he really should have a secondary education – something that was not possible in south Sudan, which had no secondary schools, and no paid teachers. They therefore made great sacrifices to pay for his education at secondary school in Uganda, up to the point where he was offered a place at the Catholic University of East Africa (in Nairobi) to take a four-year course of study leading to a degree in commerce. 
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Bishop Francis  then asked friends in England for urgent prayer, because he and Mama Linda just could not find the University fees or the living expenses for Mike while he stayed in Nairobi.  Yet they keenly felt that it was important that Mike should fulfil his potential for his own sake, his country’s sake and for the sake of justice for the poor and marginalised. They were hoping that funding could somehow be found.

This seems such a worthwhile funding project because south Sudan will need bright, qualified young men like Mike in order to face the huge challenges they face in the wake of a civil war which has left the south with almost unimaginable devastation and very little in the way of economic infrastructure.  As Bishop Stephen of Ramsbury has said, there is a fear that they could become a region of purely subsistence farmers.
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The University has two semesters per year, and for each of these, it charges tuition fees and administrative fees. The administration fees cover all expenses from use of library to word processing,  computer literacy and student passes for out-of-country students.

The total cost per year, including, including food, lodgings and medical care (there is no National Health Service) was expected to be:

Year 1

£3808 (costs met)
Year 2

£3708  (costs met)
Year 3

£3991

Year 4

£4446

This is increasing steadily as the value of the pound declines against the Kenyan shilling, and as Kenya experiences inflation, but a breakdown at August 2008 rates of exchange and prices is given overleaf. 

