
News from Blandford Forum and Langton Long - October 2007

"What's In It
For Me?"
"There is no such thing as a free lunch."
Yes or No? It's not an easy question - and
it comes from the thought that nobody
gives anything without wanting
something in return. And, if we are
honest, even when we give away burgers
or chocolates in the market square, we
are wanting the recipients to ask why we
are doing it.
Harvest is a time of year when we are encouraged to
think about sharing and giving, about being thankful
for the abundance of food God has given to us and
about those who do not have as much as we have. 
This summer must have been a nightmare for a lot of
farmers (except, we are told, the apple growers!).
They have had rain, foot and mouth and now blue
tongue disease - but, if we are honest, all we are
concerned about is that the usual stuff is available in
Tesco and that it hasn't gone up too much in price.

And these days, the good old Harvest gifts of fruit and
veg are not allowed because of the climate of fear of
just about everything, which is rampant in society.
Yes, toiletries and tinned goods are very helpful (and
please bring them on 14th!!) and can be used greatly
to support people who will benefit from them. 

The problem is that it is too easy 
to see the hand of people in them 
and forget that it is God who is 
ultimately responsible for all 
these good things.
When we give, it is very hard 
to dissociate ourselves from the question "And what's
in it for me?". The temptation is to accept the warm
feeling that we have "done something" as our reward.
Just giving for the sake of giving - as an act of love,
without any thought of return is often simply not we
think. And yet Harvest is a time when we remember
that the seasons happen and God still sends the "soft
refreshing rain" (lots of it in the past few months ...)
I always think it is amazing that the plants know when
to start growing and the trees know when to start
turning and the birds know when to start migrating ...
God's Creation is, indeed, amazing - but it is sad that
we are only know waking up to the fact that people
have messed it all up and need to act quickly to stop
a global disaster. 

So, a couple of thoughts for Harvest this year ...
� Whose world is it anyway? 
� Who has given it to us, absolutely free?
� What are we giving back ... and why?
� And what parts of life do we need to change

for the other 364 days in the year to make
sure we look after it properly in the future?

If we can get our heads round these questions, maybe
we can get a good idea of how to deal with some of
the big issues that the world faces today.

Tim Storey

Everything comes from you, and we have given
you only what comes from your hand.

1 Chronicles 14:29
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Parish Info + Diary 

Our usual Weekly Events @ BFPC ...
Thursdays at 9.30am  BCP Holy Communion
Fridays at 10.00am Rainbow Toddlers@Woodhouse Gdns
Saturday Morning Coffee House

Sat 6th 11.00am Licencing of Readers@Salisbury
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Sun 7th "Moses Roots"
9.00am BCP Holy Communion at BFPC
10.30am Morning Worship at BFPC
Preacher: Ven Alistair Magowan

(Archdeacon of Dorset)
11.00am Morning Prayer at Langton

Wed 10th Focus Groups: "Moses and the Exodus"
Thu 11th 7.30pm Langton PCC at Rectory
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Sun 14th "Moses and the 10 Commandments"
9.00am  Holy Communion at BFPC
10.30am Harvest Worship at BFPC
Preacher: Rev Sandra Tebbutt

(Bible Society)
11.00am BCP Holy Communion at LL

Wed 17th 9am ABW Harvest Service @ BFPC
Wed 17th Focus Groups: "Moses+Commandments"
Thu 18th 7.30pm BFPC PCC at Rectory
Fri 19th 9am MPS Harvest Service @ BFPC
Sat 20th Women's Day @ B.I.C.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Sun 21st "Moses and Worship"
9.00am BCP Holy Communion at BFPC
10.30am Morning Worship at BFPC
11.00am Holy Communion at LL

Wed 24th Holiday Club Begins @ URC
Wed 24th Focus Groups: Social Evening
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Sun 28th "Joshua and the Promised Land"
++ Please Note Service Changes ++
9.00am Holy Communion at BFPC 
10.30am Holiday Club Service at BFPC
11.00am All Age Worship at LL

Mon 29th 8pm Prayer Ministry Team at Rectory
Tue 30th Prayer@BFPC Day
Wed 31st Focus Groups: "How Can I Say Thanks?"
Wed 31st Light Party @ The Corn Exchange
Thu 1st Nov 7.00pm - All Saints Service at Langton
Sat 3rd Nov Alpha Course Away Day Gift Day for the Parish Centre

Sunday 18th November
More details about this important day in the life of the Church 
will follow, but please pray NOW that we will respond to God's 
generosity to us in ways which bring Glory to Him!

Harvest @ BFPC
Sunday 14th October



Life@BFPC October 2007
So where are 
we with the 
Church Centre?
The Hall Steering Group has met several
times over the summer months with
different groups to advise and help with
plans for the new Parish Centre...
� Dorset Community Action Group and SITA (part of

the Landfill Communities Fund) have offered to
help with funding.
� The Hall Steering Group (HSG) estimate that

£100,000 is needed to complete the project and
hope external sources may provide third of this.
� The Gift Day will be on Sunday 18th October.
� The Technical Officer dealing with Renewal Energy

from Dorset County Council is undertaking
feasibility studies: ‘How Green Can We Become’.
� Disabled access and the provision of ‘extra

features’ for the disabled/visually impaired
community is also being discussed.
� HSG has drawn up a list of building requirements

from Church Groups and wider community.

� Trees within the Parish Centre are to be pruned.
� It is hoped work will commence in January 2008.
� A notice board has been set up in the

Church to keep everyone up to date with all
that’s happening with the Parish Centre ...
go and have a look!                             Gail Delpinto

------------------------------------------------------------------

All Saints Day Service
All Saints, Langton Long
7pm - 1st November
An opportunity for a time of quiet reflection,
especially for those who have lost a loved 
one in recent months or years.

Wanted !!
In recent months, we have been
looking at areas where we need help
in organising our work as a parish. 
We have identified two key areas ...
Outreach Coordinator
Do have a heart to reach out into Blandford and
creatively explore ways in which we can take the
Gospel into the community? Would you be willing to
organise some events and work with a group of others
to see how this could be done?
Social Action Coordinator
At the moment, the Home Groups spend one week a
term giving to the community by clearing rubbish or
gardening for others ... we would like to see if there
ways in which we can expand this work into the whole
community. Interested in exploring and possibly
organising this?
If you are interested in either of these roles
(and we desperately need people to do them!),
please talk to Tim about it as soon as possible!
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Coming up ...
Holiday Club

(Oct 24th-26th)
Light Party

(Oct 31st)
Things you can do..... 
☺ Volunteer to come and help. 
☺ Collect pringle tubes + water bottles.
☺ Pray for the leaders and the children.
------------------------------------------------------------------

Meet Di!
Di Jack is taking over from Jackie 
Poynter in the BFPC Office. Di was 
born in Manchester but grew up in
Christchurch. She is married to an 
accountant, Stuart, and has three 
children: Hannah, Emily and Josh.
Di and Stuart are members of The Gathering Place
where she runs a Coffee Morning and does a Craft Club
- and she loves cooking!

My Story
Elizabeth Dunn
There have been several instances
in my life when, usually with
hindsight I can see how God has
been working to bring about his
will.  The first was when I was 20, a
friend invited me to an evangelistic
crusade and at the third meeting I
went forward and gave my life to Christ.
The next milestone was when I was 30, I re-dedicated
my life and asked God to take complete control.  By
the time I was 31 I had resigned from a secretarial job
and enrolled as a full-time student at the Guildhall
School of Music studying singing and piano- a last
desperate attempt to be an opera singer.  However,
the Lord had other- and better plans!  Not the stage (I
wouldn’t have made it anyway), but I was offered a job
at Scripture Union to produce their new hymnbook
Hymns of Faith.

After five happy and spiritually helpful years the book
was finished.  What now?  Well, through a colleague at
S.U. I met Christopher.  I turned down an interview for
a post with the Salvation Army, and within three
months we were married. We were keen to have
children, and although I was 39, the Lord blessed us
with two daughters and a son, all of whom are now
following him.
When I was 65 I was diagnosed with angina and put on
beta blockers for the rest of my life.  But after
attending a meeting where Colin Urquart had words of
knowledge, I was healed by the Lord.  No, God hasn’t
healed my deafness, but I praise him for the health and
strength I still have.
We still long to see each of our children happily
married.  Some things are hard to understand, but if
everything were plain sailing, how would our faith,
trust and character grow? The Lord’s ways are perfect
and his love for each of us endures forever. Looking
back I am quite certain God has over ruled any wrong
decisions I’ve made and bought about his perfect will.
Praise his name.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Do You Have a Story to Tell?
The story of what God has done in a life is a powerful
witness to his love and we are looking for ways to hear

these stories so that others can be encouraged.
If you have a Story To Tell, email Tim or the Office

- we'd love to hear from you! 

Please Pray for Sheena ...
Please pray for Sheena McBain;
after consultation with
Bujumbura diocese, her home
church and CMS it has been
decided that she should not
return to Burundi. She will be
going back to say goodbye and
pack her things for two weeks in
September. Miranda Bowen will
be accompanying her. Pray for them both as they travel
and visit people. Pray for guidance for all involved as
they seek the Lord's will about her future and that
Sheena may know God's peace through it all (Mid Africa
Region Prayer Network).

Baptisms
September 23rd at Langton
Toby Matthew Wawman
Lacey-Mya Thomson

Wedding
September 15th at Langton
Mark Poole and Ria MacDonald

News From
Langton Long
September has been a quiet
month, with some people still
away on holiday. However, we had
some excitement with bees and
wasps which made their homes in
and around the church. It took two visits by the pest
control man to get rid of the squatters! As a result
of that and in preparation for the wedding that took
place on Saturday, 15th between Mark and Ria, it was
worth having a good cleaning session on Friday 14th.
Martin took our harvest service on the last but one
Sunday of the month and we enjoyed the fellowship
over a ‘bring and share’ lunch after the service. We
are also looking forward to joining Blandford Forum
Parish Church for the Taizé service on the last
Sunday of September.

Annette Orton

Tuesday 30th October
Prayer Day @ BFPC

9am @ BFPC - 12noon @ Langton - 8pm @ BFPC


